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Manifesto Brief on Crime and Deviance
Introduction
Although crime rates have slightly dropped or stabilized in most regions of the world in recent years, crimes and deviant behavior continue to be a nuisance to security and peace efforts (Van Dijk et al, 2021). Deviance refers to the disobedience of certain accepted conventions, traditional habits, and beliefs, normal practices, or laws (Little, 2021). Crimes are deviant acts that violate certain laws that are laid out and implemented by governments, international bodies, and their agencies (Little, 2021). Crimes are typically classified based on the harm they cause, the extent of agreement regarding the disobeyed conventions, and the seriousness of the reactions to these crimes (Little, 2021). Consequently, deviance covers a spectrum of behaviors with some requiring interventions such as imprisonment and others being innocuous. For the less severe forms of deviance and criminal behavior, community corrections often have better outcomes compared to imprisonment. Nonetheless, various improvements need to be made to enhance the effectiveness of community corrections in controlling less serious forms of deviance and criminal behavior.
Strategies for Controlling Deviance and Criminal Behaviour
The criminal justice and corrections system work together to control deviant and criminal behavior in society. While the criminal justice system is mainly tasked with sentencing offenders, the corrections system supervises the individuals following arrest, conviction, and sentencing (Little, 2016). Corrections systems primarily depend on prisons to detain incarcerated individuals, which have been correlated with negative outcomes such as the disproportionate representation of certain communities in prisons, overcrowding, and detrimental impacts on the families of the detained individuals (Little, 2016). Aside from imprisonment, community corrections provide an alternative that allows the offender to serve a conditional sentence among other members of society. Community corrections often have better outcomes for less harmful criminals who can be monitored through established frameworks within the community (Little, 2016). Moreover, community corrections eliminate the effort needed to reintegrate offenders back into society after long sentences. As such, community corrections offer a suitable alternative to imprisonment for correcting less severe deviant and criminal behavior.
Changes that are Needed to Enhance the Efficiency of Community Corrections in Controlling Crime and Deviant Behaviour
In order to enhance the efficiency of the community corrections system, society should first be encouraged to embrace community corrections as a suitable alternative to imprisonment (Cullen et al., 2017). Fundamentally, community corrections are commonly perceived as a less strict form of punishment for criminal behavior, with most individuals believing that the tough conditions provided by imprisonment are perfect for minimizing criminal behavior and the possibility of released offenders relapsing into criminal behavior patterns (Cullen et al, 2017). However, imprisonment has been shown to have little effect in minimizing this relapse into criminal behaviors (Cullen et al., 2017). As such, community corrections can offer a suitable alternative for effective monitoring of offenders to minimize the possibility of relapsing into criminal behavior patterns (Cullen et al., 2017). Nonetheless, the acceptance of community corrections as a suitable alternative requires raising its appeal through initiatives that challenge the notion that detention is the only option following sentencing (Cullen et al., 2017). Moreover, the government can minimize costs for community corrections through financing supervision and catering for the required facilities and personnel (Cullen et al., 2017).
Community corrections should focus more on minimizing repeat offenses. Offenders often have a high possibility of reverting to their criminal acts after punishment due to various reasons. To reduce this possibility, community corrections should employ certain enhanced methods of monitoring deviants and criminals while they are in the general public. For instance, probation officers can conduct regular meetings with these offenders in which the progress of the offenders should be evaluated (Cullen et al., 2017). Furthermore, community corrections officers can engage with other members of the community such as volunteers to enhance monitoring of the activities of the offenders (Cullen et al., 2017). Additionally, technological resources can be essential in automating the supervision of offenders through devices that track their movements as well as automated records that can be easily updated (Cullen et al., 2017).  The offenders can also be assisted in acquiring skills that allow them to obtain income consistently and remain occupied.
Finally, community corrections should minimize the wastage of its resources by releasing the least harmful criminals (Cullen et al., 2017). Similar to prisons, community corrections can also face challenges due to overcrowding (Cullen et al., 2017). In such instances, some of the resources can be wasted if unnecessary supervision is applied to offenders who have the least possibility of perpetuating criminal behavior (Cullen et al., 2017). As such, community corrections should classify offenders based on their propensity to commit crimes as well as the severity of the crimes committed, after which those with the least propensity of committing crimes should spend the least time in the corrections system. This will allow the corrections system to channel more of its personnel and resources towards rehabilitating offenders that require more serious interventions (Cullen et al., 2017). Nonetheless, the corrections system should maintain contact with the released individuals.
Conclusions
In conclusion, deviance covers a range of behaviors that violate socially accepted beliefs, habits, or formal laws, with crimes referring to deviant acts that mainly ignore government laws. While some deviant acts require interventions such as imprisonment, other less-severe forms are better served with community corrections, which provide an alternative for monitoring criminal behavior within the community level. Nonetheless, to enhance the effectiveness of community corrections, there is a need to firstly promote its acceptance among members of society as a suitable alternative to imprisonment. Furthermore, community corrections need to be optimized to eliminate the possibility of repeat offenses to eliminate patterns of criminal behavior among offenders. Also, a more efficient allocation of resources can be achieved by minimizing the resources and time spent on correcting offenders with the least severe forms of deviant behavior. By implementing these changes, community corrections will significantly assist in controlling deviance and criminal behavior within society.
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